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NEPA SECTION 10

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)/
Section 10 Timing: The What and When

Begin preparing NEPA Outline, Purpose & Need, 
and other portions of Chapters 1 & 2 as Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP) information becomes 
available

Define plan area, covered species, covered 
activities, and preliminary mitigation

Initial Proposed HCP Chapters 1-3

Scoping (30 Days)

Develop Alternatives

Submit Admin. Draft(s) of HCP

Develop Administrative Drafts of EIS (1 or more)

Public Draft EIS Public Draft HCP

Public comment period: 90 days*

Respond to comments on EIS and HCP,
modify documents as necessary

Final HCP

Finalize Biological Opinion

Finalize Sec. 10 Findings

Permit Decision

Implementation

Final EIS (30 day “cooling-off” for EIS)

Finalize NEPA Record of Decision

* Proposed to change to 60 days

Start Sec. 10 Findings
Start Sec. 7 Biological Opinion
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